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vised may either accept or reject. The Indian
States emphatically deny the right of the British
Government to require them to change their
form of government.
Of course, this does not mean either that the
Crown is, or that any future Government of
India would be, bound to support by use of
force the personal rule of Indian Princes in
all circumstances whatever. A constitutional
machinery has therefore to be provided which,
without eliminating the ruler, will effect the
necessary changes to suit the changed circum-
stances of the country as a whole in strict
accord with the material, moral and educational
progress of the people of the state.
Such a machinery now exists theoretically in
the person of the ruler, who is free to modify
or alter the constitution of his government.
But human nature being what it is, no ruler
can be expected willingly to part with his
powers; and unless there is some institution
through which the people can effectively ex-
press their aspirations, the introduction at the
right moment of constitutional changes in the
states must remain a doubtful event. On the
other hand, the advance of education would
create a public opinion within the states and